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Sec. 1 (l)
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HAPTER 319

The Public Commercial Vehicles Act
1. In this Act,

Interpretation

(a) "Board" means the Ontario Highway Transport

Board;
(b) "compensation" includes any rate, remuneration,
reimbursement or reward of any kind paid. payable
or promised. or received or demanded, directly or
indirectly;
(c) "Department" means the Department of Transport;
(d) "goods" includes all classes of materials. wares and
merchandise, live stock and milk;

(e)

"highway" means a highway as defined in The High- ~'~7~'
way Traffic Act;

(f)

" linister" means the Minister of Transport;

(g) "owner" means a person registered under The Highway Traffic Act as the owner of a motor vehicle;
(h) "operating licence" means a public commercial
vehicle operating licence issued under this Act;
(i)

"public commercial vehicle" means a commercial
motor vehicle or trailer as defined in The Highway
Traffic Act. operated on a highway by, for, or on
behalf of any person for the transportation for compensation of goods of any other person and not confined in its operation to one urban zone, but does not
include a commercial motor vehicle or trailer used
only for the transportation from a farm or forest of
goods other than live stock and milk that are the
product of such farm or forest;

"regulations" means the regulations made under this
Act;
(k) "toll" means any fee or rate charged, levied or
collected for the transportation of goods or for use
of a pu blic commercial vehicle;

(j)

(l)

"transportation" with respect to goods means thEe'
transportation, carriage, shipment, care. handling.
storage or delivery thereof;
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(m) "urban zone" mc.1.IlS:111 arc:! consisting of one urban
municipality aud lands adjacent thereto and within
a distance of three miles therefrom but docs not
include any part of any other urban municipality;
(II) "vehicle licencc" means a public commercial vehicle
liccnce issued umler this Act. RS.O. 1950, c. 304,
s. I; 1955, c. 54, s. 25 (1); 1956, c. 70, s. I; 1958,
c. 84, s. I (1,2).
O",,'RlinJ
licence
reQuired

2.-(1) No person shall operate a public commercial
vehicle,

(a) except under an operating licence; or
(b)
r...aao. of

".hiclu
Gperlted
for tf."I·

porlotion

of

1:00<1.

in contravention of the terms and conditions of the
operating licence. 1957, c. 96, s. 1.

(2) Where the owner of <I cOlllmerci<l1 motor vehicle leases
such vehicle to another person to be operated on a highway for
the transportation of goods, the lessor of such vehicle is deemed
to be operating a public commercial vehicle where the lessor
engages or pays directly or indirectly the driver of such
vehicle. 1960, c. 91, s. I.

Vchid.
licence
'cQu;",d

(3) No person shall operate a public commercial vehicle
unless the vehicle is licensed as a public commercial vehicle
under this Act. R.S.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 2 (2).

Adve.ti.inc

(4) No person shall solicit by means of advertising, or
otherwise undertake to arrange the transportation of goods
by means of a vehicle operated on a highway by, for or on
behalf of any person who receives compensation, either directly
or indirectly, for such transportation, unless the person by, for
or on behalf of whom the vehicle is operated is licensed under
this Act to perform the transportation that is the object of
such advertising or undert<lking. RS.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 2 (3);
1958, c. 84, s. 2.

0,
unlk.n..d
!X'uonl

3.-(1) No person other than a duly authorized agent of
<In owner of a public COllUllcrcial vehicle shall carryon the
business of an agent for the transportation of goods upon the
highways.
Al:rne,.
authority

Approval
01 Hoard

(2) A duly authorized agent of an owner of a public commercial vehicle shall be appointed in writing and such appointment shaH be signed by the owner and shall at all times be
kept posted up and displayed in a conspicuous place on the
premiscs at which the agent conducts the agency business.
R.S.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 3.

4.-(1) No operating licence shall be issued without the

Sec. 8 (2)
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pproval of the Board being first obtained as evidenced by
the Board's certificate of public necessity and convenience
furnished to the Minister and then only in accordance with
the certificate. J953, c. 85, s. 1, part; 1956. c. 70, s. 3 (1).

<

(2) The approval of the Board to a renewal of a licence Rel)ewAI
is not required unless the Minister ref rs the application for or liccnce
renewal to the Board.
(3) The Minister may refer any application for the transfer Trmlin,rer
.
I'Icence to t he Board.
0 ccnce
o f an operatlllg
(4) The Minister may at any time refer an operating Art alion
licence to the Board with a recommendation that the terms 0 Iccnce
and conditions of the licence be reviewed. RS.O. 1950,
c. 304, s. 4 (2-4).
(5) On any application or reference to the Board, the ~oweJs or
Board has and may exercise all powers necessary for the oar
purposes of this Act, and may give or refuse such certificate
and make such order as it deems just. RS.O. 1950, c. 304,
s. 4 (5); 1956, c. 70, s. 3 (3).

5. The Minister may in his discretion require the directors Issue or
.
. the o
h Id er 0 f an operat1l1g
.
I'Icence to of
transfer
o f a corporatIOn
t hat IS
,hares
present to the Board for approval any issue or transfer of ~i~~orpo...
shares of its capital stock and where, in the opinion of the
Board. a substantial interest is issued or transferred, such
issue or transfer shall be deemed to constitute a transfer of all
operating licences held by such corporation. 1958, c. 84, s. 3.
6. Operating and vehicle licences shall be issued by the l-""ue of
Minister and are subject to the regulations and the terms and ICCIlCCS
conditions in the licence. RS.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 5.

7. An operating licence may confer special or limited ~i~hls
. h ts Wit
. h respect to th
'
. 1limIted
ng
e operation
0 fb
pui 'IC commercia
by licenco
vehicles and with respect to any highway or high\\ays or
portions thereof described in the licence. RS.O. 1950. c. 304.

s.6.
8.-(1) A vehicle licence may fix the tonnage that the Tonnage
vehicle may carry, and no vehicle shall at any time carry
more tonnage than is fixed by the licence.
.

(2) Every public commercial vehicle shall, while operated Lt cenee
on a highway, have attached thereto and exposed in a con- ~1:1~1;0
spicuous position a licence plate issued by the 'linister exposed
showing 'in plain figures the number of the vehicle licence
issued for the vehicle for the current year. R.S.O. 1950,
c. 304, s. 7.
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CanC"llat,on

O. The l\Iillislcr may at any time cancel or suspend any
licence by rcasoll of a breach of this Act or The lIighway
Traffic Act or of the regulations hereunder or thereunder, or
for any rcaSOll set out ill the regulations. RS.O. 1950, c. 304,
s. 8.

,"d
.""pen.ion

01 h~.n",,"
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10. No operating licence shall be transferred except with
the written approval of the Millistcr. R.S.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 9.

Inlurln""

11. Every persoll licensed under this Act shall provide or
effect and carry such insurance or bond as is prescribed by
the regulations. RS.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 10.

C."tlficatc
of in.uranee

12.-(1) Every insurer who has issued a policy of insur·
<lncc in accordance with section 11 shall issue <I certificate
thereof which shall be filed with the Minister.

Elfed of

(2) Such certificate shaH be deemed to be a conclusive
admission by the insurer that the policy has been issued and
is in accordance with the terms of the certificate.

certificate

r\oti"" of
cancellation
or up,.)' ,,'
Inluran""

(3) Every insurer shall notify the l\'finister in wrltmg of
the cancellation or expiry of any policy for which a certificate
has been issued, at least thirty days before the effective date
of the cancellation or expiry, and in thc absence of such
notice of cancellntion or expiry the policy rcmains in full
force and effect. R.S.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 11.

Cancellation
or up;')'
of bond

13. A bond issued in accordance with section 11 ;hall not
be cancelled or expire except nfter thirty days written notice
to the Minister, but not after the happening of an injury or
damage secured by the bond as to such accident, injury or
damage, <Iud the bond shall be filed with the l\linister, RS.O.
1950, c. 304, s. 12.
14.-(1) Every person who contravcnes any of the provisions of this Act or the regulations is guilty of an offence
and 011 summary conviction is liablc to a fine of not less than
$20 and not more than $200.

Dilpoaition
01 fine.

(2) Every fine so imposed shall be paid over to the Treasurer
of Ontario and shall form part of the Consolidated Rcvenue
Fund. RS.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 13.

eo,,-ollo

1 G. No prosecution shall be instituted under this Act
without the conscnt of a member of the Ontario Provincial
Police Force or of all officer of the Departmcnt designated
by the Minister to assist in the enforcement of this Act.
RS.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 14.

pro_utiono
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ouncil may make

(a) governing the. i ue, renewal, transfer, su pension
and canc llation of licences and cla es of licences;

(b) prescribing fees and the basis for computing fees,
and respecting payment thereof;
(c)

prescribing terms and conditions to which licences
shall be subject;

(d) fixing the form, amount, nature, class, terms and
conditions of insurance or bond that shall be provided and carried by persons licensed under this ct;

(e) prescribing the term and conditions of cancellation,
expiry, rencwal, extcnsion and notice of cancellation
respecting such insurance or bonds;

(j) governing the filing of bonds and certificates of
insurance;

(g) respecting the publication, filing and posting of
tariffs of tolls, and the pa) ment of tolls;
(Il) providing for the examination of public commercial
vehicles, their contents and equipment by officers of
the Department and members of the Ontario Proincial Police Force;
(i)

prescribing, regulating and limiting the hours of
labour of drivers of public commercial vehicles;

(j)

prescribing the qualifications of dri ers of public
commercial vehicles;

(k) prescribing equipment to be carried by public commercial vehicles and the condition and location in
which the equipment shall be kept;

(I)

prescribing the method of bookkeeping or accounting to be used and the returns or statements to be
filed, and providing for the examination by officers of
the Department of all books, records and documents;

(m) prescribing the method of handling cash on delivery
shipments and the collection and remittance of cash
on delivery funds;

(11) prescribing the form of or conditions in the bill of
lading to be used;
(0) providing for the delegation to an officer of the
Department of such of the powers and duties of
the l\Iinister as may be deemed necessary;

81
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(p) providing for the temp rary exemption from any
of the provisions of this Act or the re ulations of
such public commercial v hides carryin r goods into,
out of, or through ant. rio or such persons operating
su h v hides as he may designate upon such terms,
lillli tations and condi tions as he prescribes;
(q)

re pecting any matter necessary or advisable to
carry out effectively the intent and purpose of this
ct. R.S.O. 1950, c. 304, s. 15; 1953, c. 85, s. 2;
1958, c. 84, s. 4.

